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While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use 
this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus and 
the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in charge over 
the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell 
preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our 
sin makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS.
Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take away 
the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES.
Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us 
the best present. He never did anything wrong, but He 
was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our 
sin because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the 
Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to 
grow the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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Babies and Toddlers 
at a Glance

BABIES
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

TIP
Babies and toddlers will handle 
Bibles in each session. Keep 
hand-size Bibles in a basket or 
special bag for use each week.

Handle and look in the Bible. Tell the 
Gospel Gems and the Main Point to 
babies. Read the key passage card and 
explain God’s words are true.

Sing a song to a familiar tune 
that reinforces the Gospel 
Gems or the Main Point.

Choose from one or two of the suggested baby 
activities, or say the Gospel Gems or Main Point 
as you rock babies, change diapers, or interact with 
them in free play. Suggested activities will vary in 
learning style emphasis from week to week, but feel 
free to repeat what works best for your babies.

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Babies learn best 
through repetition. Continue to engage babies with their 

favorite activities or songs from the first hour.
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TODDLERS
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

BEFORE THE SESSION

1. Read the Bible story and the activity suggestions.
2. Choose activities that fit your group of babies or toddlers and gather the 

highlighted supplies.
3. Print any printables from the enhanced CD or website, including the key 

passage cards, Bible story picture, and allergy alert.
4. Prepare the Big Picture Cards for Families: Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers to 

give to parents as they pick up their babies and toddlers, so they may reinforce 
the Bible story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems at home.

Tell the toddlers Bible story using the 
script provided, or tell the Bible story in 
your own words. Read the key passage 
and say the Main Point.

Choose from any of the four suggested toddler 
activities that best suit your toddlers. As toddlers work 
through the activities, say the Main Point or briefly 
review the Bible story. Suggested activities will vary 
from week to week between Arts & Crafts, Dramatic 
Play, Puzzles & Manipulatives, Music & Thinking 
Skills, and Science & Nature. 

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Use the transition 
activity and two low-prep options to reinforce the Bible 
story and the Main Point for toddlers.
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Unit 22 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 22 • Session 1
Jesus the Storyteller

UNIT 22
SESSION 1 

PARABLE OF THE SOWER

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

The Bible Story

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus told stories called parables. Jesus told a story about a farmer who went 
out to scatter seeds. Some seeds fell on the path. The birds ate the seeds. 
Some seeds fell on rocky ground. When the hot sun came up, those plants 
died. Other seeds fell among thorns and did not grow. Other seeds fell on 
good soil and grew a big crop! Jesus said, “Anyone who has ears should 
listen!” Jesus’ friends asked Him about the story. Jesus said the story was 
about the good news. Some people do not understand the good news. Some 
people stop following Jesus when life gets hard. Some people care more 
about other things than following Jesus. The people who hear and believe in 
Jesus grow and tell the good news to others. 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told a story about the good news.
 * Jesus wants people to believe the good news.
 * Jesus’ followers tell other people about Him.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 13. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus wants people to 
believe the good news. People hear and believe the good news 
because Jesus’ followers tell other people about Him. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the first verse of “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” 
“ Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus wants people to 
believe the good news. 

MAKE SEED ART
Squirt paint on a piece of heavyweight paper, place it inside a 
ziplock bag along with pumpkin seeds or bean seeds, and then seal 
it with duct tape for each baby to explore. Set aside the art to dry.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus wants people to 
believe the good news, like a farmer wants seeds to grow.

EXAMINE ROCKS
Fill empty water bottles with rocks and seal the lids with glue. 
Guide the babies to shake the bottles. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus’ followers tell other 
people about Him.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 22 • Session 1

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Matthew 13. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE SOIL ART
Post an allergy alert. Use glue sticks to make five vertical rows on 
construction paper for each toddler. Help toddlers sprinkle crushed 
chocolate wafer cookies on the paper and shake the excess into a 
bag. Help toddlers stick adhesive foam flower shapes above the soil.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about the 
good news being like seeds planted in a field.

TELL THE GOOD NEWS
Invite toddlers to run to a friend, give a hug, and say “Jesus loves 
you.” Cheer for the toddlers. Play as time allows.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus’ followers tell others 
about Him. 

EXPLORE A PARABLE BOX
Print the Bible story pictures for unit 22 and tape them to a box 
for use throughout the unit. Place items from the Bible story in 
the box, such as a sealed bag of seeds, stones, toy birds, and toy 
vegetables for toddlers to handle as you review the story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told people in today’s 
story about the good news.

LOOK AT SEEDS
Before class, split a few seeds and place them on damp paper towels 
within an empty CD case. Seal the case with duct tape. Provide 
magnifying glasses for toddlers to examine the seeds.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about the 
good news. Jesus wants people to believe the good news.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PARABLE OF THE SOWER
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: EXAMINE FEATHERS
Draw an outline of a bird on the back of clear contact plastic and 
tape it sticky side out to a wall at toddler’s height. Provide artificial 
feathers or feather-shaped paper cutouts. Encourage the children to 
place the feathers on the bird as you talk about the seeds the farmer 
planted that the birds ate.  
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus said sometimes 
people hear the good news and do not believe it, like seeds that are 
eaten by birds. Jesus wants people to believe the good news.

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Spread a blanket on the floor and place beanbags on it. Invite 
toddlers to walk along the blanket and pick up the “rocks” so the 
farmer can plant seeds. Review the Bible story briefly.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Like a farmer prepares soil, 
Jesus prepares our hearts to hear and believe the good news.

DRAW IN TASTE-SAFE “SOIL”
Freeze brown sugar in a 9-by-13-inch cake pan overnight. Post an 
allergy alert. Provide chopsticks for toddlers to draw in the soil. 
Keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD and the good news.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 22 • Session 2
Jesus the Storyteller

UNIT 22
SESSION 2 

THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 18:21-35
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

The Bible Story

Matthew 18:21-35

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus told a story about forgiveness. Jesus said a king had a servant who 
owed him more money than he could ever repay. The servant said, “Be 
patient, and I will pay you everything.” The king did better than that—he 
forgave the debt. The servant did not have to pay anything! But when the 
servant left, he found another servant who owed him a little bit of money. 
The other servant said, “Be patient with me.” But the first servant put 
that servant in jail. The other servants told the king, who was very angry! 
“I forgave you everything! You should have forgiven your fellow servant 
because I forgave you!” the king said. The king punished the servant. Jesus 
was saying we can forgive others because God has forgiven us so much.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told a story about forgiveness.
 *God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.
 *We forgive others because Jesus forgives us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 18. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God forgives us through 
His Son, Jesus. We forgive others because Jesus forgives us. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the first verse of “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” 
“ Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

READ BOOKS ABOUT FORGIVENESS
Provide books to read to babies about forgiveness. You may also read 
a Bible story picture book. Define forgiveness as treating someone 
with kindness when he makes a wrong choice.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God forgives us through 
His Son, Jesus. We forgive others because Jesus forgives us.

SHAKE COINS
Place several coins in empty plastic spice jars and seal them with 
duct tape. Invite babies to shake the jars to hear the coins.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness. The king forgave the man. God forgives us through His 
Son, Jesus.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 22 • Session 2

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Matthew 18. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE HANDPRINT ART
Trace each toddler’s hand onto folded construction paper and cut 
out the hands. Help toddlers glue the handprints to another sheet 
of paper so that their hands form the shape of a heart. Toddlers may 
color the heart with crayons. Write the Main Point on each paper. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God forgives us through 
His Son, Jesus. We forgive others because Jesus forgives us.

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Before class, print the Bible story picture onto heavyweight paper 
and cut out the people. Tape the figures to craft sticks. Invite 
toddlers to play out the story as you read it. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

EXPLORE A PARABLE BOX
Place items from the Bible story in the parable box from the 
previous week. Consider using a sealed plastic jar with many coins, 
a sealed plastic jar with a few coins, and a toy crown. Invite toddlers 
to handle items as you review the story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness.

WEIGH COINS
Provide a kitchen scale and sealed ziplock bags with coins. Invite 
toddlers to weigh the coins to see which bag has the most.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness. We forgive others because Jesus forgives us.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 18:21-35
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE HEART ART
Provide various heart cutouts from colorful construction paper, 
tissue paper, and fabrics. Give toddlers glue sticks and help them 
attach the hearts to a piece of heavyweight paper. Write the Main 
Point on each toddler’s artwork.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness. Forgiveness is when you treat someone with kindness 
when she makes a wrong choice. God forgives us through His Son, 
Jesus. We forgive others because Jesus forgives us.

SING ABOUT GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Invite toddlers to hold hands and walk in a circle as you sing to the 
tune of “Ring Around the Rosy” :
“ God is always with me; He will never leave me. 
God forgives, God forgives, God forgives us!” [Sit down.]

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness. We forgive others because Jesus forgives us.

SEARCH FOR COINS
Provide a tub of clean play sand and hide large plastic coins inside 
it. Invite toddlers to dig for the coins. Keep towels handy.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God is like the king in the 
story who forgave the man. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 22 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 22 • Session 3
Jesus the Storyteller

UNIT 22
SESSION 3 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

The Bible Story

Luke 10:25-37

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God’s Word says to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength 
and to also love your neighbor. A man asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus told a story about showing love. A man was traveling to Jericho when 
he was attacked by robbers. They hurt him badly and left. A priest came 
along, but he went on the other side of the road. A teacher came along and 
did the same thing! A Samaritan—someone the Jews did not like—came 
along too. The Samaritan stopped and helped the man. He took the hurt 
man to an inn and cared for him. He gave the owner of the inn money to 
look after the hurt man until he returned. Who showed loved to someone in 
need? The Samaritan! Jesus said, “Do the same.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told a story about showing love.
 *The Samaritan showed love to the hurt man.
 *We love others because Jesus loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 10:25-37. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
showing love. We show love to others because Jesus loves us.

SING A SONG
Sing the first verse of “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” 
“ Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
showing love. The Samaritan showed love to the hurt man.

TAKE CARE OF BABIES
Provide vinyl baby dolls and blankets for babies to show love. Talk 
about how mommies and daddies show love to their babies by 
taking care of them.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. In Jesus’ story, the 
Samaritan showed love to the hurt man. We show love to others 
because Jesus loves us.

READ STORIES ABOUT SHOWING LOVE
Provide books or a small Bible storybook to read to babies. Read to 
babies stories about showing care and love for others.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. We show love to others 
because Jesus loves us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 22 • Session 3

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Luke 10. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

PAINT WITH OIL
Post an allergy alert. Provide colorful construction paper, a plastic 
jar of baby oil, and cotton swabs for toddlers. Dip the cotton swabs 
in oil for the toddlers and guide them to paint the construction 
paper. Talk about the story as they work.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. In Bible times, people used 
oil to help a sick person feel better. The Samaritan showed love to 
the hurt man by taking care of him.

PLAY OUT A DOCTOR’S OFFICE
Provide adhesive bandages, dolls, and toy doctor kits to play out 
caring for sick people. Talk about how God gives us doctors to help 
us when we are sick.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
showing love. 

EXPLORE A PARABLE BOX
Place items from the Bible story in the parable box, such as people 
figures, a toy donkey, bandages, a sealed jar of oil, and coins. Invite 
toddlers to handle items as you review the story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
showing love. We love others because Jesus loves us.

PLAY “I SPY”
Using an empty paper towel tube, show each child how to look 
through the “telescope” for friends who are showing love to others. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus shows love to you! 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE GOOD SAMARITAN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: HELPING HAND ART
Tape a long sheet of paper to the table or the wall at toddlers’ 
height. Provide washable finger paint, painting smocks, and paper 
plates to hold the paint. Invite toddlers to dip their hands in paint 
and then press it to the paper. Keep wipes handy for cleanup. Write 
We love others because Jesus loves us! on the paper.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
showing love. The Samaritan man showed loved to the hurt man by 
taking care of him. We love others because Jesus loves us. 

SING ABOUT GOD’S LOVE
Invite toddlers to clap their hands, tap the table, or perform simple 
hand motions as you sing “God Is So Good” or “Jesus Loves Me.” 
If you are unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics, check them out online 
before class. Read the key passage card.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
showing love. We love others because Jesus loves us.

SORT BANDAGES
Provide various adhesive bandages. Invite toddlers to sort by size, 
color, and shape. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus loves you!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 22 • Session 4

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 22 • Session 4
Jesus the Storyteller

UNIT 22
SESSION 4 

THREE PARABLES

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

The Bible Story

Luke 15

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus told a story about a man with two sons. The younger son said, “Give 
me my money.” Then he left home and wasted his money. He got a job 
feeding pigs. He was so hungry, he wanted to eat pig food! He said, “My 
father’s workers have plenty of food. I do not deserve to be his son. I will ask 
to be his worker.” But when his father saw him coming, his father ran to his 
son, hugged him, and kissed him. His father said, “Let’s celebrate! My son 
was lost and now is found!” The older son was angry. He told his father, “I 
have always obeyed you, and you threw a party for your foolish son!” The 
father said, “Everything I have is yours. We must celebrate! Your brother was 
lost, but now he is found.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told a story about God’s love.
 *The father was happy when his son came home.
 *God is happy when we trust Jesus.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to Luke 15. 
Show the Bible story picture. Say the Gospel Gems. Read the key 
passage card. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s love. God is happy when we trust Jesus. [Pray for the babies.] 

SING A SONG
Sing the first verse of “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” 
“ Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s love. God is happy when we trust Jesus.

MAKE A DIRTY PIG PAINTING
Cut out a pig outline from pink construction paper for each baby. 
Place it inside a ziplock bag along with a squirt of brown paint and 
seal it with duct tape. Babies will squeeze the bag to disperse the 
paint. Remove the art and set it aside to dry. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. The son took care of pigs. 
The father was happy when his son came home!

PLAY HIDE-AND-SEEK
Hide a person figure under a blanket and invite babies to find it. 
Cheer when the baby finds the figure. Play as time allows.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus said God loves and 
searches for people who do not know Him.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 22 • Session 4

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Luke 15. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

PASS THE KEY PASSAGE CARD
Print the key passage card in the translation of your choice. Play 
music or sing “Jesus Loves Me” as toddlers pass the key passage 
around the circle. When the music stops, invite toddlers to say it 
with you. Play again as time allows.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s love. God is happy when we trust Jesus.

PLAY HIDE-AND-SEEK
Invite toddlers to hide. Search for the toddlers high and low, 
rejoicing when you find them. Play several rounds as time allows.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. In our story, the father was 
happy when his son came home. God is happy when we trust Jesus.

EXPLORE A PARABLE BOX
Place items from the Bible story in the parable box, such as people 
figures, a sealed bag of coins, toy pigs, a ring, and toy food. Invite 
toddlers to handle items as you review the story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s love. God is happy when we trust Jesus.

WATCH VIDEOS ABOUT PIGS
Use an electronic device to play videos showing pigs wallowing in 
mud and eating. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. In today’s story, the son 
was so hungry he wanted to eat pig food! Instead he went home. 
The father was so happy! God is happy when we trust Jesus.



21Jesus the Storyteller

Bonus Teaching Hour

THREE PARABLES
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough and play dough utensils for toddlers to make a 
feast fit for a celebration. As toddlers work, review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. In today’s story, Jesus told 
a story about God’s love. We are like the son who left home. God is 
like the father, who was so happy when his son came home. God is 
happy when we trust Jesus.

FEED THE PIG
Draw a simple pig outline on a large sheet of paper and tape it 
to the floor. Give a toddler a beanbag and invite her to toss the 
beanbag onto the pig’s mouth. Let each toddler have a turn.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. The son was so hungry, he 
wanted to eat pig food. The father was happy when his son came 
home. God is happy when we trust Jesus.

PLAY IN THE MUD
Provide painting smocks, towels, and a tub with some dirt and 
water to make mud. Add plastic pigs and toy food. Invite toddlers 
to explore the mud as you tell the story. Keep wipes handy.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s love. 

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 22 • Session 5

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 22 • Session 5
Jesus the Storyteller

UNIT 22
SESSION 5 

THE PHARISEE AND THE 
TAX COLLECTOR
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

The Bible Story

Luke 18:9-14

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus told a story to people who thought they were better than everyone else 
because of the good things they did. Jesus told about two men: a teacher of 
God’s words and a tax collector. The men went to the temple to pray. The 
teacher said, “God, I thank You that I am not like other people. I am not 
greedy like this tax collector. I obey Your rules, and I give back to You some 
of everything I get.” But the tax collector was sorry for his wrong choices. 
He knew he did not deserve God’s love. He bowed his head and said, “God, 
forgive me!” Jesus told the people that God forgave the tax collector and not 
the teacher. All of us need God to forgive us. 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told a story about God’s forgiveness.
 *The tax collector asked God to forgive him.
 *God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 18:9-14. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s forgiveness. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the first verse of “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” 
“ Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s forgiveness. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

MAKE PHOTO ART
Before class, take pictures of the babies. Cut a heart shape out of a 
foam sheet to make a picture frame. Glue the frame to the picture 
and provide adhesive foam shapes for babies to stick to the frame.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God forgives us through 
His Son, Jesus, because He loves us.

SHAKE COINS
Provide several coins in clear plastic spice jars and seal them with 
duct tape. Invite babies to shake the jars to hear the coins.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
forgiveness. The tax collector asked God to forgive him. God 
forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Luke 18. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

WRITE WITH DRY ERASE BOARDS
Provide unscented dry erase markers or dry erase crayons and small 
dry erase boards. Once toddlers have written all over the boards, 
wipe them clean with an eraser. Play as time allows.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s forgiveness. When we say we are sorry to God, He forgives us 
and wipes away our wrong choices.

COLLECT TAXES
Provide toy coins and play money. Give each child the same 
amount. Go around the room collecting taxes. Play as time allows.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. The tax collector took 
money from people. He asked God to forgive him, and God did!

EXPLORE A PARABLE BOX
Place items from the story in the parable box, such as people figures, 
a scroll, coins, and a heart cutout. Invite toddlers to handle items.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God forgives us through 
His Son, Jesus.

WEIGH COINS
Provide a kitchen scale and sealed bags of coins. Some bags should 
have more coins and some should have less. Invite toddlers to weigh 
the bags. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about a 
tax collector and a religious leader. The tax collector asked God to 
forgive him, and God did! 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY OUT THE STORY
Provide blocks and people figures for toddlers to build the temple 
and play out the Bible story as you tell it. Define forgive as to treat 
someone with kindness when he makes a wrong choice.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God does not treat us the 
way we deserve. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

SING ABOUT GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Invite toddlers to hold hands and walk in a circle as you sing to the 
tune of “Ring Around the Rosy” :
“ God is always with me; He will never leave me. 
God forgives, God forgives, God forgives us!” [Sit down.]

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God forgives us through 
His Son, Jesus.

COMPARE AND CONTRAST
Place fresh fruit slices sprinkled with lemon juice in a clear sealed 
container. Place fruit slices without lemon juice in a separate clear 
sealed container. Invite toddlers to examine and figure out which 
one is better. Even though they look different, they are the same.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. The Pharisee thought he 
was better than the tax collector, but we all disobey God. We all 
need Jesus. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 22 • Session 6
Jesus the Storyteller

UNIT 22
SESSION 6 

THE WICKED TENANTS

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

The Bible Story

Matthew 21:33-45

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Some people did not like Jesus. Jesus told them a story about a man who 
planted grapes in a vineyard. He let farmers take care of it. When it was 
time to gather the grapes, the owner sent his servants to the farmers to get 
his grapes. But the farmers hurt the servants. The owner sent more servants, 
but the farmers did the same thing. Finally, the owner sent his son. “They 
will respect my son,” he said. But the farmers grabbed the son, threw him 
out, and killed him. Jesus asked, “What will the owner do to the farmers 
when he comes?” The people said, “They should be punished! The man 
should find workers who respect him.” Jesus told them that the story was 
about God’s plan to send Jesus.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told a story about God’s plan.
 *People wanted to hurt Jesus. 
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 21:33-45. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s plan. God sent Jesus because He loves us. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the first verse of “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” 
“ Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s plan. People wanted to hurt Jesus, but God sent Jesus because 
He loves us.

LOOK AT THE BIBLE
Wrap a Bible or Bible storybook in paper and cover the paper with 
heart stickers. Open the Bible and tell the babies about God’s plan.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s plan. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

EXPLORE GRAPES
Place frozen grapes, artificial grapes, or purple water beads in a 
ziplock bag with water. Seal the bag with duct tape. Invite babies to 
squeeze and touch the grapes. Talk about the story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s plan to send Jesus. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Matthew 21:33-45. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

PAINT WITH WATERCOLORS
Provide coffee filters, small cups of water, paintbrushes, and 
watercolor paints. Invite toddlers to paint the coffee filters and set 
them aside to dry. When dry, glue to construction paper in the 
shape of a heart. Write the Main Point on each child’s artwork.
SAY: JESUS TOLD A STORY ABOUT GOD. People wanted to hurt 
Jesus, but God sent Jesus because He loves us.

PICK GRAPES
Tape clear contact plastic sticky side out to a wall a toddler height. 
Cut purple pool noodles into 1-inch rings and stick them to the 
contact plastic in clusters. Invite toddlers to pick the “grapes.”
SAY: JESUS TOLD A STORY ABOUT GOD. God is like the owner of 
the grape vineyard. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

EXPLORE A PARABLE BOX
Place items from the Bible story in the parable box, such as people 
figures, toy grapes, a sealed plastic jar of soil, and a plastic vine. 
Invite toddlers to handle items as you review the story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told people about 
God’s plan. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

LOOK AT A VINEYARD
Use an electronic device to show videos of a grape harvest. As 
toddlers watch the video, talk about the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. God is like the vineyard 
owner. God sent Jesus because He loves us. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE WICKED TENANTS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: FINGERPRINT GRAPES
Provide green, red, and purple washable ink pads. Invite toddlers 
to dip their fingers in the ink and make grape shapes on a piece of 
heavyweight paper. Keep wipes handy. Use a green marker to make 
a vine. Write the Main Point on each toddler’s paper.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s plan. God is like the vineyard owner. People wanted to hurt 
Jesus, but God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

FOLLOW THE LEADER
Play music as you invite toddlers to line up single file and follow 
you. Tiptoe, hop, and twirl as you walk and invite them to do the 
motions with you. Review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. In our story, the workers 
would not listen to the vineyard owner. Jesus told a story about 
God’s plan. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

SEARCH FOR GRAPES
Post an allergy alert. Fill a bin with dried black beans. Cover plastic 
grapes with the beans for each child to find. Talk about the story. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about 
God’s plan. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 23 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 23 • Session 1
Jesus the Miracle-Worker

UNIT 23
SESSION 1 

JESUS TURNED WATER TO 
WINE
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
MAIN POINT: Jesus did miracles.

The Bible Story

John 2:1-12

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus and His friends went to a wedding. Jesus’ mother, Mary, went to the 
wedding too. The guests ran out of wine, but the celebration was not over! 
Mary told Jesus, “They do not have any wine.” Mary told the servants to do 
whatever Jesus told them to do. Jesus told the servants to pour water into six 
stone jars. The servants filled the jars to the very top. Then Jesus told them 
to draw some out and take it to the head servant. The head servant tasted it, 
but it was not water—it was wine! He said to the groom, “You have saved 
the best for last!” This was Jesus’ first miracle where Jesus showed His power.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus turned water into wine.
 * Jesus showed people His power.
 * Jesus is powerful because He is God’s Son.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 2:1-12. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. A miracle is something done by God’s 
power that is normally impossible. Jesus is God’s Son. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”: 
“ Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! 
He has power o’er everything; Jesus is God’s Son!”

SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus showed people His power. Jesus is 
powerful because He is God’s Son.

MAKE WATER JAR ART
Cut out a simple water jar shape from heavyweight paper for each 
baby. Apply glue to the back of the jar and help babies press the jars 
onto construction paper at an angle. Help babies tape or glue purple 
or red ribbons or tissue paper to the mouth of the jar as if the 
“wine” is pouring out. Write the Main Point on each child’s paper.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES, things only God can do. In our Bible 
story, Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus showed people His power.

PLAY PEEKABOO
Sit with a baby in front of you in a highchair or on her tummy. 
Cover your face with a receiving blanket. As you pull the blanket 
down to reveal your face, say, “Peekaboo! Jesus loves you!”
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES to show His power. Jesus is powerful 
because He is God’s Son, and Jesus loves you!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to John 2:1-12. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main Point. Pray.

MAKE WATER/WINE ART
Give each toddler a half-sheet of heavyweight paper labeled Water 
on one side and Wine on the other. Provide large crayons for 
toddlers to decorate the water side blue and the wine side red or 
purple. Help toddlers glue a large craft stick to the bottom as a 
handle. Show them how to flip from water to wine and back again. 
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus turned water into wine to show 
His power. Jesus is powerful because He is God’s Son.

PLAY OUT A WEDDING FEAST
Provide toy food, toy dishes, and toy cups for toddlers to play out 
a wedding feast. Talk about how the family of the bride and groom 
provide food and drink for their guests. Review the story.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus turned water to wine at a wedding.

COUNT TO SIX
Line up six items. Count aloud to six as toddlers touch each item. 
Guide toddlers to repeat after you as you count.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus turned water into wine in six jars.

LOOK AT GRAPES
Place clusters of real or artificial grapes in sealed, clear plastic 
containers for toddlers to handle and examine. You may also show 
videos of grape harvesting on an electronic device.
SAY: God gives us water, and He causes grapes to grow. Jesus turned 
water into wine. JESUS DID MIRACLES to show He is God’s Son. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS TURNED WATER TO WINE
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
MAIN POINT: Jesus did miracles.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SING A SONG
Sing “My God Is So Big” and perform simple hand motions with 
the toddlers as you sing. If you are unfamiliar with the tune or 
motions, check them out online before class.
SAY: The Bible tells us JESUS DID MIRACLES. A miracle is something 
done by God’s power that is normally impossible. Jesus showed His 
power when He turned water into wine. Jesus is God’s Son!

STACK CUPS
Provide small paper or plastic cups for toddlers to stack. 
Demonstrate how to make a three-cup pyramid for toddlers to 
knock down. Ask toddlers what cups are used for as they play.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus showed people His power. Jesus 
turned water into wine at a wedding. 

TASTE JUICE AND WATER
Post an allergy alert. Provide small cups with just enough water and 
diluted white grape juice (less tart than red grape juice) for toddlers 
to taste. Talk about where water and grape juice comes from.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus is 
powerful because He is God’s Son.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 23 • Session 2
Jesus the Miracle-Worker

UNIT 23
SESSION 2 

JESUS PROVIDED BREAD 
FROM HEAVEN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
MAIN POINT: Jesus did miracles.

The Bible Story

Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus went to a place to be alone with God. Many people followed Jesus. 
When Jesus saw the people, He loved them and healed those who were sick. 
At dinner time, His friends said, “You need to send the people home so 
they can eat.” Jesus said, “They do not need to leave. You give them food.” 
His friends said, “A little boy has five loaves of bread and two small fish.” 
Jesus told the friends to tell the people to sit down. Jesus thanked God 
for the bread and the fish, and then He tore them into pieces and passed 
them around. Everyone ate until they were full. The friends picked up the 
leftovers—enough to fill 12 baskets! Jesus fed 5,000 men, plus women and 
children.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus loved people and healed them.
 * Jesus fed the crowd with five loaves and two fish.
 * Jesus showed people He provides.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 6:1-14. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus showed people He provides. [Pray 
for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”: 
“ Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! 
He has power o’er everything; Jesus is God’s Son!”

SAY: Jesus loved people and healed them. When they were hungry, 
Jesus showed people He provides. JESUS DID MIRACLES.

PINCH AND TEAR BREAD
Post an allergy alert. If you have bread at home that is nearing the 
end of its shelf life, place bread slices in a ziplock bag and seal it 
with duct tape. Place babies on their tummies or in a highchair and 
invite them to pinch and tear the bread within the bag.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES, things God does by His power that are 
normally impossible. Jesus fed the crowd with five loaves and two 
fish. He tore the bread like you did!

CATCH FISH
Provide a plastic bin with half an inch of water. Place fish-shaped 
bath toys in the water. Supervise as babies splash their hands in the 
water and grab the fish. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus loved people and healed them. Jesus fed the crowd with 
five loaves and two fish. JESUS DID MIRACLES to show He provides.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to John 6:1-14. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE STAMP ART
Provide paper, fish-shaped cookie cutters, and washable ink pads. 
Demonstrate to toddlers how to press a cookie cutter onto the ink 
pad and then onto the paper. Write the Main Point on the artwork. 
Keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: Jesus loved people and healed them. When they became 
hungry, JESUS DID MIRACLES to show that He provides.

PLAY OUT A DOCTOR’S OFFICE
Invite toddlers to play with a toy medical kit, baby dolls, and gauze 
bandages. Talk about how Jesus healed people wherever He went.
SAY: Jesus loved people and healed them. JESUS DID MIRACLES!

TOSS BREAD IN BASKETS
Provide a woven basket and toy loaves or slices of bread. Hold the 
basket and invite toddlers to take turns tossing the bread into it. As 
toddlers play, briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus fed the crowd with five loaves and 
two fish, and His friends picked up 12 baskets of bread and fish! 

KNEAD BREAD
Post an allergy alert. Before class, prepare bread dough according to 
the “Making Bread” printable. Sanitize hands. Encourage toddlers 
to take turns kneading the dough. Talk about how bread is made.
SAY: Jesus fed the crowd with five loaves and two fish. JESUS DID 

MIRACLES to show that He provides! 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS PROVIDED BREAD FROM HEAVEN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
MAIN POINT: Jesus did miracles.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE STICKY ART
Tape a large sheet of clear contact plastic to the window or wall 
sticky side out at toddlers’ eye level. Provide several fish cutouts for 
toddlers to stick to the paper. As toddlers work, review the story.
SAY: People traveled a long way to see Jesus. Jesus fed the crowd 
with five loaves and two fish. JESUS DID MIRACLES, things God 
does through His power that are normally impossible.. 

PLAY OUT A PICNIC
Provide picnic blankets, toy food, and toy plates for toddlers to play 
out a picnic. Sit on the blankets with the toddlers, open your Bible, 
and review the Bible story. You may also read the key passage card.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus fed the crowd with five loaves and 
two fish to show that He provides.

WORK 3-D PUZZLES
Print two extra copies of the Bible story picture onto heavyweight 
paper. Glue one picture onto a foam sheet and carefully cut out 
Jesus, the boy, and the disciple. Glue the foam page onto the extra 
copy to make a cutout puzzle. Help toddlers as they work the 
puzzle. Review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus showed that He provides!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 23 • Session 3
Jesus the Miracle-Worker

UNIT 23
SESSION 3 

JESUS WALKED ON WATER

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:22-33
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
MAIN POINT: Jesus did miracles.

The Bible Story

Matthew 14:22-33

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
People followed Jesus everywhere. Jesus told His friends to get in a boat and 
go across the sea. Jesus sent the crowds home and went on the mountain to 
pray. When it was nighttime, wind and waves were tossing the boat. Jesus 
walked on the water to His friends. The friends were scared! People cannot 
walk on water! Jesus said, “Do not be afraid.” Peter said, “Lord, if it is You, 
tell me to come out to You.” Jesus said, “Come!” Peter stepped out of the 
boat. He was walking on water to Jesus! Peter looked at the big waves. He 
became afraid and began to sink. “Lord, save me!” he cried. Jesus took 
Peter’s hand and took him back to the boat. Then the storm stopped. His 
friends said, “You are really God’s Son!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus’ friends were in a boat during a storm.
 * Jesus walked on the water to His friends.
 * Jesus’ friends believed He is God’s Son.



39Jesus the Miracle-Worker

Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 14:22-33. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus’ friends were afraid! Jesus walked on the water to His 
friends. JESUS DID MIRACLES. Because of Jesus’ miracles, Jesus’ 
friends believed He is God’s Son! [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”: 
“ Jesus is, Jesus is, Jesus is God’s Son! 
He has power o’er everything; Jesus is God’s Son!”

SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES, things that God does by His power that 
are normally impossible. Jesus’ friends believed He is God’s Son!

PAINT WITH WATER
Tape a large sheet of blue construction paper on the table. Provide 
paintbrushes and a paper plate with a little water. Help babies dip 
their fingers or the paintbrush in water and then “paint” the paper. 
As the paper becomes wet, do not let babies put it in their mouths.
SAY: People cannot walk on water, but Jesus walked on the water to 
His friends. JESUS DID MIRACLES to show He is God’s Son.

PRETEND TO SAIL
Sit with a baby on your lap, facing you. Support the baby as you 
gently bounce her up and down as if in a boat. Tell the Bible story, 
bouncing her higher during the storm. Stop bouncing when Jesus 
calms the storm. Cheer and smile for the baby.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus’ friends believed He is God’s Son.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card. 
Open your Bible to Matthew 14:22-33. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the story. Say the Main Point. Pray.

TRACE FEET
Provide construction paper for each toddler. Help a toddler take 
off one shoe and trace his foot with a washable marker. Help him 
replace his shoe. Provide large crayons or stickers for toddlers to 
decorate his foot. Write Jesus walked on water on each child’s paper.
SAY: Jesus walked on the water to His friends. JESUS DID 

MIRACLES. Jesus’ friends believed He is God’s Son!

PRACTICE THE MAIN POINT
Before class, tape red, blue, and yellow construction paper in a 
circular path on the ground. Play music as toddlers walk the path. 
Ask: “Who did miracles?” Invite children standing on a certain 
color paper to shout, “Jesus!” Play as time allows.
SAY: JESUS DID MIRACLES. Miracles show that Jesus is God’s Son.

READ BOOKS ABOUT THE SEA
Provide several books that talk about the ocean or water to read to 
toddlers. Remind toddlers that people cannot walk on water on 
their own power. Jesus is powerful because He is God’s Son.
SAY: Jesus walked on the water to His friends. JESUS DID 

MIRACLES.

MAKE STORM NOISES
Invite toddlers to drum on their knees with their hands to make 
thunder sounds, blow to make wind sounds, and rub their hands 
together to make rain sounds. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus’ friends were in a boat during a storm. They were afraid! 
Jesus walked on the water to His friends. JESUS DID MIRACLES.  
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WALKED ON WATER
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:22-33
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
MAIN POINT: Jesus did miracles.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: WALK ON WATER
Tape a large sheet of blue paper to the floor or use a blue fleece 
blanket. Make storm noises as you invite toddlers to walk on the 
water like Jesus did. Ask toddlers if people can walk on water, and 
gently remind them that Jesus showed He has power as God’s Son.
SAY: Jesus’ friends were on a boat during a storm. They were afraid 
of the wind and the waves! Jesus walked on the water to His friends. 
JESUS DID MIRACLES. Jesus’ friends believed He is God’s Son.

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Provide Bible times people figures and blocks for toddlers to play 
out the Bible story as you review it. Ask toddlers if they have ever 
been on a boat. Talk about how boats can be scary in a storm.
SAY: Jesus walked on the water to His friends. JESUS DID 

MIRACLES. Jesus’ friends believed He is God’s Son.

FLOAT BOATS
Place a drop cloth or towels on the floor. Provide a plastic bin with 
an inch of water and plastic boats. Invite toddlers to float boats. 
Rock the bin. Talk about the waves and note how the boats react.
SAY: Jesus’ friends were in a boat during a storm. They were afraid! 
Jesus walked on the water to His friends. JESUS DID MIRACLES.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 24 • Session 1
Jesus the Healer

UNIT 24
SESSION 1 

FOUR FRIENDS HELPED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 2:1-12
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

The Bible Story

Mark 2:1-12

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Four men had a friend who could not walk. They carried the man on a mat 
to Jesus. So many people came to see Jesus, they could not get in the house! 
The four friends had an idea. They climbed on the roof, made a hole, and 
lowered their friend in front of Jesus. Jesus saw they believed He would help 
their friend. He said, “I forgive your wrong choices.” Some people were 
upset. Only God can forgive wrong choices! Jesus knew what those people 
were thinking. He said, “Is it easier to say ‘I forgive you’ or ‘walk’?” God 
gave Jesus power to heal and forgive people. Jesus said to the man, “Pick 
up your mat and go home.” The man could walk! Everyone said, “We have 
never seen anything like this!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Four friends brought a man to Jesus.
 * Jesus forgave the man and healed him.
 * Jesus did only what God can do.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Mark 2:1-12. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Four friends brought a man to Jesus. Jesus forgave the man 
and healed him. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The More We Get Together”:
“ The Bible is God’s words, it’s God’s words, it’s God’s words! 
The Bible is God’s words, and God’s words are true!”

SAY: The Bible tells us that JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus did what 
only God can do because He is God’s Son.

TOUCH COLD PACKS
Place ice cubes into ziplock bags and make sure the bags are sealed 
with duct tape. Invite babies to touch the ice through the bags. Talk 
about how we use ice to help when we get hurt.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE when they were hurt or sick. Jesus did 
better than that! Jesus forgave the man and healed him.

CARE FOR A BABY
Provide a vinyl baby doll for the babies to snuggle in a blanket. 
Encourage babies to hug and rock the doll to take care of it. 
SAY: Four friends brought a man to Jesus. Their friend could not 
walk and needed someone to take care of him. Jesus forgave the 
man and healed him. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE, and He takes care of 
you too!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Mark 2:1-12. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE BANDAGE ART
Provide construction paper and colorful adhesive bandages for 
toddlers. Help toddlers stick the bandages to their paper. Write the 
Main Point on each toddler’s artwork. 
SAY: We use bandages like these when we are hurt. In the Bible 
story, four friends brought a man to Jesus because he needed help. 
JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus forgave the man and healed him.

CARRY A DOLL
Provide thin blankets and vinyl baby dolls or people figures. Show 
how to place the doll in the center of the blanket. Guide four 
toddlers to grab a corner to lift the doll. Play as time allows.
SAY: Four friends brought a man to Jesus. Their friend could not 
walk. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He is God’s Son.

WORK PUZZLES
Print the Bible story picture onto heavyweight paper and cut into 
three or four large pieces. Help toddlers work the puzzle. You may 
also provide other Jesus puzzles. Review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus forgave the man and healed him. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE.

LOOK AT FIRST AID SUPPLIES
Provide a toy doctor kit or first aid kid for toddlers to examine and 
touch with supervision. Talk about how we use each item.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus did what only God can do.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

FOUR FRIENDS HELPED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 2:1-12
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: TRACE BODIES
Provide a large sheet of paper and invite toddlers one at a time to lie 
down on it and strike a silly pose. Quickly outline each child with 
a crayon. Provide crayons and stickers for toddlers to decorate their 
outline. Write the Main Point on the banner and tape it to the wall 
for children to see throughout the unit.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus did what only God can do. Jesus 
forgave the man and healed him. Jesus takes care of you too!

SING A SONG
Invite toddlers to clap or tap the table as you sing the chorus of 
“Jesus Loves Me.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics, 
check them out online before class.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He loves them. Four friends 
brought a man to Jesus. Jesus forgave the man and healed him.

PLAY WITH MEDICINE DROPPERS
Provide a small bin with a quarter-inch of water and medicine 
droppers. Demonstrate how to fill and empty the droppers.
SAY: The man in our Bible story needed more than medicine. Jesus 
forgave the man and healed him. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because 
He is God’s Son.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 24 • Session 2
Jesus the Healer

UNIT 24
SESSION 2 

JESUS HAS POWER  
OVER EVIL
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

The Bible Story

Mark 5:1-20

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus sailed across the sea. When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an 
unclean spirit inside him came to Jesus. No one could help the man. When 
the man saw Jesus, the spirit inside him shouted, “Jesus, Son of God! Do 
not punish me.” Jesus said to the spirit, “Come out of that man.” The spirit 
said, “Send us into the pigs.” Jesus said OK, and the spirit left the man. 
The people who took care of the pigs ran and told people what Jesus did. 
Everyone came to see Jesus and the man who was healed! But the people 
told Jesus to leave. The man wanted to go with Jesus. Jesus said, “Go home 
and tell everyone what God has done for you.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus healed the man with an unclean spirit.
 * Jesus told the man to tell everyone what God did for him.
 * Jesus has power because He is God’s Son.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Mark 5:1-20. Say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. Tell babies the Bible is God’s words.
SAY: Jesus has power because He is God’s Son. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE when they were sick and when they needed help. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The More We Get Together”:
“ The Bible is God’s words, it’s God’s words, it’s God’s words! 
The Bible is God’s words, and God’s words are true!”

SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus is God’s Son.

MAKE HANDPRINT ART
Post an allergy alert. Paint the palm and four fingers of each baby 
with dark brown washable paint. Paint her thumb with light brown 
paint at the tip and white paint below the knuckle. Help her press 
her hand horizontally with thumb sticking up and fingers together 
on heavyweight paper to make a boat and “Jesus.” Wipe her hands 
immediately. Draw a face on Jesus and write the Main Point.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus healed a man with an unclean 
spirit. Jesus has power because He is God’s Son.

READ BOOKS ABOUT HELPING
Read a book to babies about helping one another. You may also read 
a Bible storybook. Talk about how God uses us to help others.
SAY: No one could help the man in our story except Jesus! Jesus 
healed the man with an unclean spirit. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. 
Jesus told the man to tell everyone what God did for him.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card. Open your Bible to Mark 5:1-20. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Main Point. Pray.

DECORATE FACES
Provide paper plates, large crayons, shape cutouts, yarn, and glue. 
Help toddlers glue materials to their paper plate to make a happy 
face. Write the Main Point on each toddler’s plate.
SAY: Jesus healed the man with an unclean spirit. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE because He loves people like you and me!

GET IN THE BOAT
Tape a large boat shape on the ground and invite toddlers to jump 
in and out of the boat with you.
SAY: Jesus healed the man, and the man wanted to go in the boat 
with Jesus. Jesus told the man to tell everyone what God did for 
him. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He is God’s Son.

LINK CHAINS
Cut 1-inch wide strips from a foam sheet. Attach adhesive hook and 
loop fasteners to the end of each strip. Demonstrate to toddlers how 
to loop the strips to make chains. Invite them to make a chain.
SAY: Jesus healed the man with an unclean spirit. The man did not 
have to be chained up anymore! JESUS HEALED PEOPLE.

MAKE ANIMAL NOISES
Call out animals, including pigs, and invite toddlers to make 
the corresponding animal noises. Toddlers may also crawl on the 
ground like the animals.
SAY: Jesus healed the man with an unclean spirit. Jesus sent the 
spirit into pigs. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He is God’s Son!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS HAS POWER OVER EVIL
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough and play dough utensils for toddlers to use. 
Demonstrate how to make play dough coils to make chains. You 
may also provide plastic links for toddlers to make imprints in the 
play dough. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He loves them. Jesus healed 
the man with an unclean spirit. Then Jesus told the man to tell 
everyone what God did for him. 

CARE FOR BABIES
Invite toddlers to use a toy doctor’s kit to take care of baby dolls. 
Talk about how we go to the doctor when we are sick, but no 
doctor could help the man in our story.
SAY: No one could help the man in our Bible story. He was all 
alone! Jesus healed the man with an unclean spirit. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE. Jesus is powerful because He is God’s Son.

FLOAT BOATS ACROSS THE SEA
Set a large plastic bin with an inch of water on a drop cloth or 
towels. Provide boats for toddlers to float on the sea as you review.
SAY: Jesus went across the sea in a boat. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE 
wherever He went. Jesus is powerful because He is God’s Son.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 24 • Session 3
Jesus the Healer

UNIT 24
SESSION 3 

JESUS HEALED A WOMAN 
AND RAISED A GIRL
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:21-43
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

The Bible Story

Mark 5:21-43

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
A man named Jairus came to Jesus. “My daughter is going to die. Come and 
touch her so she can live,” Jairus said. Jesus went with Jairus, and the crowd 
went too. In the crowd, a woman who was sick touched Jesus’ clothes. 
Immediately she was healed! But Jesus stopped. “Who touched Me?” Jesus 
asked. The woman came forward. “Daughter, your faith has made you well,” 
He said. Just then, a messenger said that Jairus’s daughter died. Jesus said to 
Jairus, “Do not be afraid. Only believe.” Jesus went to Jairus’s house. People 
were crying for the little girl. Jesus said, “The child is not dead.” They 
laughed at Jesus. Jesus took the girl’s hand and said, “Little girl, get up.” She 
got up right away and walked around. Everyone was amazed!

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *A woman touched Jesus’ clothes to be healed.
 * Jesus made a little girl alive again.
 * Jesus has power over sickness and death.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Mark 5:21-43. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: A woman touched Jesus’ clothes to be healed, and Jesus made 
a little girl alive again. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus has power over 
sickness and death. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The More We Get Together”:
“ The Bible is God’s words, it’s God’s words, it’s God’s words! 
The Bible is God’s words, and God’s words are true!”

SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He loves them.

MAKE ZIPLOCK ART
Use painter’s tape to make a heart shape on heavyweight paper for 
each baby. Place the paper in a ziplock bag with a squirt of glitter 
paint. Seal the bag with duct tape and invite babies to squeeze it. 
Remove the artwork and set it aside to dry, then remove the tape. 
Write the Main Point on each child’s artwork.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus has power over sickness and 
death.

TOUCH FABRIC
Tie fabric scraps, scarves, or ribbons together to make a pom-pom, 
or stuff the fabric inside a flexible plastic ball with finger holes. 
Invite babies to explore the fabric. 
SAY: A woman touched Jesus’ clothes to be healed. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE because He loves them.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Mark 5:21-43. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE CLOTH ART
Print the “Jesus” printable for each toddler to decorate with crayons. 
Provide fabric scraps for toddlers to glue onto Jesus’ clothes. As 
toddlers work, talk about how the woman touched Jesus’ clothes to 
be healed because she trusted He could make her well.
SAY: A woman touched Jesus’ clothes to be healed. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE. Jesus has power over sickness and death.

LAY DOWN AND GET UP
Invite toddlers to lay down and close their eyes. One at a time, take 
a toddler by the hand and say, “Little girl [boy], get up!” Play as time 
allows, making sure each child gets a turn.
SAY: A little girl was very sick in our story. Jesus made a little girl 
alive again. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He loves them!

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
Provide blocks and people figures for toddlers to play out the Bible 
story. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE in our Bible story. A woman touched 
Jesus’ clothes to be healed, and Jesus made a little girl alive again!

READ BOOKS ABOUT DOCTORS
Talk with toddlers about how doctors help us when we are sick. 
Provide books about doctors to read to the children.
SAY: In our Bible story, the woman and the little girl needed more 
than a doctor. The doctors did not know how to help them! JESUS 

HEALED PEOPLE like the woman and the girl. Jesus is powerful!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS HEALED A WOMAN AND RAISED A GIRL
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:21-43
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SING A SONG
Invite toddlers to clap their hands or tap the table as you sing the 
chorus of “Jesus Loves Me” or “God Is So Good.” Talk about how 
Jesus showed His love for people in the Bible story.
SAY: A woman and a girl were very sick. They needed help! A 
woman touched Jesus’ clothes to be healed, and Jesus made a little 
girl alive again. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He is powerful!

MAKE HAPPY AND SAD FACES
Briefly tell the Bible story, stopping to ask toddlers to make a face to 
show you how each person (the woman, Jairus, the mourners, the 
little girl) would have felt. 
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. They were so happy! Jesus has power 
over sickness and death. We can trust Jesus!

TAKE A NATURE WALK
If weather permits, take toddlers outside in a stroller or by holding 
a walking rope. Point out trees, the sky, and clouds. Talk about how 
Jesus walked with Jairus to his house.
SAY: Jesus has power over sickness and death because He has power 
over everything. JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He is God’s Son.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 24 • Session 4
Jesus the Healer

UNIT 24
SESSION 4 

JESUS RAISED LAZARUS

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

The Bible Story

John 11:1-7,17-44

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Mary and Martha sent Jesus a message: His friend Lazarus was sick. By the 
time Jesus got to Lazarus’s house, Lazarus had already died. Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. But 
God will do whatever You ask.” Jesus said, “Whoever believes in Me will 
never die.” Martha said, “Yes, Lord. You are God’s Son.” Mary came to see 
Jesus. She said, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” Mary was crying. Jesus asked them to show Him Lazarus’s tomb, and 
Jesus cried. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” They did. Then Jesus prayed, 
“Father, thank You for always hearing Me.” Jesus said, “Lazarus, come out!” 
Lazarus came out wrapped up in cloths. Jesus made Lazarus alive again!

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Martha said Jesus is the Messiah.
 * Jesus made Lazarus alive again.
 *Believers will live with Jesus forever.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 11:1-7,17-44. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus’ friend Lazarus died. His sisters Mary and Martha knew 
Jesus could help him. Martha said Jesus is the Messiah. JESUS 

HEALED PEOPLE, and Jesus made Lazarus alive again. [Pray.] 

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The More We Get Together”:
“ The Bible is God’s words, it’s God’s words, it’s God’s words! 
The Bible is God’s words, and God’s words are true!”

SAY: The Bible says Jesus made Lazarus alive again. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE. Believers will live with Jesus forever.

PLAY PEEKABOO
Sit with a baby on your lap. Cover your eyes with a blanket and 
uncover them quickly, playing peekaboo with the baby. Say: 
“Peekaboo! Jesus loves [baby’s name].”
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus made Lazarus alive again and 
told people to take the cloths off of him. Jesus is powerful.

ROLL A BALL
Roll a ball back and forth with babies. Tell them to “remove the 
stone” as they roll it. Review the Bible story as babies play.
SAY: Lazarus was Jesus’ friend. Jesus made Lazarus alive again. 
JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Believers will live with Jesus forever.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card. Open your Bible to John 11:1-7,17-44. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Main Point and 
Gospel Gems. Pray for the toddlers.

MAKE LAZARUS ART
Provide a “Lazarus” printable, large crayons, and white crepe paper 
streamers for each toddler. Invite toddlers to decorate Lazarus, and 
then demonstrate how to wrap him in the paper. Secure the crepe 
paper with tape.
SAY: Martha was sad her brother Lazarus died, but Martha said that 
Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus made Lazarus alive again. JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE, and believers will live with Jesus forever.

PASS THE KEY PASSAGE
Cut out the key passage card in the translation of your choice. Place 
the card in a gift bag. Play music as the toddlers sit in a circle and 
pass the bag. When the music stops, open the bag and read the card.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE because He is God’s Son. Believers will 
live with Jesus forever.

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Make a “tomb” by draping a blanket over two chairs. One at a time, 
invite a toddler to sit inside the tomb. Say: “[Child’s name], come 
out!” Play until every child has a turn.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus made Lazarus alive again!

IS IT ALIVE?
Provide images of living and non-living things. Invite toddlers to 
point to the living items. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. Jesus made Lazarus alive again.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS RAISED LAZARUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:3
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed people.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE JESUS ART
Write the name JESUS with white glue on construction paper for 
each toddler. Invite toddlers to tear and crumple small pieces of 
colorful tissue paper to stick onto Jesus’ name.
SAY: Martha and Mary knew Jesus could help their brother. Martha 
said that Jesus is the Messiah. But Jesus did not stop Lazarus from 
dying. Instead, Jesus made Lazarus alive again! JESUS HEALED 

PEOPLE because He is God’s Son.

COUNT TO FOUR
Provide four blocks, balls, or small objects. Point to each item as 
you count aloud, and invite toddlers to “count” with you.
SAY: Mary and Martha let Jesus know Lazarus was sick, but Jesus 
waited four days to come. Jesus made Lazarus alive to show He is 
God’s Son! JESUS HEALED PEOPLE.

WASH ROCKS
Provide smooth hand-sized stones, a small basin of water, and 
towels for toddlers to wash the rocks. Talk about how when Lazarus 
died, they put a stone in front of his tomb. 
SAY: Jesus made Lazarus alive again! JESUS HEALED PEOPLE. 
Believers will live with Jesus forever!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Praying for Babies and  
Their Families
AS A TEACHER, YOU INFLUENCE 

A BABY’S LIFE AS YOU TEACH HIM 

EACH WEEK. THE HOLY SPIRIT 

WORKS THROUGH YOU TO LAY 

SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS OF 

FAITH. PRAYER IS ANOTHER WAY 

TO IMPACT FAMILIES WITH BABIES. 

As teachers, we can pray for 
the babies in our class. Use the 
suggestions listed below to begin 
your prayer time during the week. 
As you continue to pray, think of 
additional ways to pray for the 
babies in your class.

 *Pray for babies as they grow and 
develop emotionally, mentally, 
physically, socially, and spiritually.
 *Pray for the marriages of the 
parents and guardians. Pray they 
will make church a priority in 
their family’s life.
 *Pray for wisdom and guidance 
from the Holy Spirit as parents 
seek to provide a godly home for 
their family.
 *Pray your relationship as a teacher 
deepens with families as they trust 
you to care for their baby. Seek 

the Lord to find ways to build 
connections with these families.
 *Pray for your preparation and 
spiritual growth as you teach 
babies biblical truths each week.
 *Pray for sensitivity to know ways 
to minister and share the gospel 
with the families of babies in your 
class.
 *Pray for the babies before, during, 
and after the teaching session. 

 
Commit to pray each day for the 
children in your class. As you pray, 
keep a journal of ways you see the 
Lord working in and through you. 
During the year, look back through 
the journal. Reflect and recognize 
ways the Lord has answered 
your prayers. Seek the Lord and 
remember He is with you as you 
teach and minister to the babies and 
their families at your church.

Delanee Williams serves as a Preschool 
Ministry Specialist with LifeWay Christian 
Resources.  She is a graduate of Baylor 
University and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Delanee is passionate about 
developing, equipping, and encouraging leaders 
in preschool ministry.
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